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Note:  
Course content may be changed, term to term, without notice. 

The information below is provided as a guide for course selection 
and is not binding in any form. 
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MOODY DISTANCE LEARNING 
Course Number, Name, and Credit Hours 
 
BI1116 New Testament Literature 2, 4 Credit Hours 
 
Course Description 
 
This course introduces you to the literature of the New Testament including the epistles and Revelation.  
Distinctive features and functions of various literary types are discussed.  Course also surveys a variety of 
New Testament themes. 
 
Course Objectives 
 
By the end of this course, you should be able to: 

1. Explain the structure, content, and message of the New Testament epistles and Revelation  
2. Examine the importance of historical-cultural context in the interpretation and application of the 

epistles and Revelation 
3. Assess exegetical methodologies that contribute to orthodox theological diversity 
4. Trace key themes through the epistles with eye to their importance and their implications upon 

Christian worship and teaching   
5. Examine the features of genre at work within the epistles and Revelation and how they affect 

biblical interpretation 
6. Compose biblically sound ideas for preaching, teaching, and discipleship by applying proper 

exegetical methodology in the epistles and Revelation  
 

Course Textbook(s) and/or Supplemental Information 
 
Required textbooks for all Moody Online classes can be found on the Required Textbooks section of the 
Moody website.
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Assignments 
 

1. CLASS PARTICIPATION: 
Active participation is expected in this online course. Participation includes two main areas: 
reading and discussion boards. 
 
a. Reading Course Expectations: The completion of the course reading, online articles, etc. is 

an important part of the course. You are expected to complete the weekly reading 
assignments prior to your discussion boards each week so you are able to discuss the 
concepts with others in your course. 
 

b. Discussion Boards: You must maintain a significant presence in the discussion board. You 
must make an initial post that indicates a familiarity with the assigned text(s) and critical 
thought on the subject and the question at hand.  
 
This initial post is due each week of the discussion by 12:00 AM CDT on Saturday. You must 
make at least two additional posts on fellow students' postings by 12:00 AM CDT on 
Tuesday. 
 
Important note about your discussion posts: When providing responses in discussion 
boards, take care to avoid merely complementing fellow students’ contributions. Though it is 
certainly helpful to offer encouragement, many students frequently neglect to include helpful 
critique. Some examples of this may be:  

 
 Positive critique (“I believe you were correct when you said____, this is because….”) 
 Constructive criticism (“Have you ever considered seeing it this way instead...?”) 
 Personal connection (“I once had a similar experience when I….”) 
 Biblical connections (“What you said makes me think of the time in Luke when Jesus…”) 

 
Make sure to balance complementing with constructive criticism and vice versa.  
 
Responses counting toward the required number for any given Discussion Board must be a 
minimum of 75 words. For example, if a discussion board required 2 responses and a 
student provides 4, only those exceeding 75 words will be counted toward the requirement. 

 
2. ASSIGNMENTS: 

 Assignment 1: Historical-Cultural Interpretation Worksheet 
This assignment is meant to help you understand the landscape of commands in the NT that 
interpreters pore over. Though developing a fully matured hermeneutic (interpretive strategy) 
for these issues is the work of many years of faithful study, this activity should help students 
grasp the task that lies before them in studying and teaching the NT epistles.  
 
To complete this assignment, you will complete a table in the “Historical-Cultural 
Interpretation Worksheet”.  

 
 Assignment 2: Ethics of Homosexuality  

As you have viewed on the YouTube clip, the standard vindication for homosexual acts is 
derived from an abuse of historical-cultural considerations in exegesis. In this assignment, 
you will examine and explain the NT teaching on homosexual acts with a keen eye to the 
use of historical-cultural context in exegesis on this issue. In a 3-4 double-spaced paper, 
you will be considering the biblical teaching on the ethics of homosexual acts and the ways 
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in which Christians are called to confront sin within the church and society (generally). 
Reproduce the following outline (given below in bold font) within the body (main section of a 
paper, not including the introduction and conclusion) of your paper. 

 
 Assignment 3: First Corinthians Book Study  

In this assignment, you will complete a detailed study of the book of 1 Corinthians: a book 
written to curtail numerous problems occurring in the church. While reading carefully through 
1 Corinthians, keep a look out for instruction that Paul gives the church. When you see Paul 
giving directions to the church in any given way, attempt to discern the issue lying behind 
it. Your findings, analysis, and application of Paul’s teaching in 1 Corinthians will be recorded 
and submitted using the “First Corinthians Book Study”.  

 
 Assignment 4: False Teachers Assignment and Discussion 

One of the primary concerns of Paul in the Pastoral Epistles (1+2 Timothy, Titus) is how the 
church should respond to the false teachers in their midst. From a practical, theological, and 
historical perspective, it is easy to understand Paul’s motives in responding so harshly to 
false teaching in the newly planted churches. In this two-part assignment, you will complete a 
thorough study of pastoral epistles’ teaching on false teaching and then discuss the 
implications of this on the church today.  

 
 Assignment 5: New Perspective Questions 

In response to your readings in Week 5, you will complete a worksheet of questions. These 
questions ask you to demonstrate an understanding of the NPP and also to assess it from 
your own perspective.  

 
 Assignment 6: Christology in Hebrews 

This assignment is intended to help you fully grasp the New Testament’s teaching about the 
divinity and humanity of Jesus. For simplicity, depth of study, and convenience you should 
restrict your study to the book of Hebrews. It is suggested that you carefully study this 
week’s reading on Christology (HIBD) and consult the optional readings if there are any 
areas of confusion.  

 
Your research will be presented and submitted in a 3-4 page double-spaced paper. Your 
argument should revolve around selected passages from the text of Hebrews itself that 
demonstrate the necessary divinity and humanity of Jesus. Beware of going into too much 
detail about the nature of Christ (homoousios, hyperstatic union, etc.), but instead focus on 
merely his dual identity as man and God.  

 Assignment 7: Millennium Interpretation Paper 
In Week 8, your readings will cover the interpretation of the book of Revelation as well as 
major theological positions on the millennium. With the help of these resources choose a 
position (from among those covered in Grudem) on the meaning of Revelation 20:1-10. In a 
2-3 page double-spaced paper compose a defense of this position based upon your 
hermeneutical strategy for Revelation. Follow the following outline for what will comprise the 
body of your paper for this assignment:  
 
Part 1: Major Approaches to Interpreting the Millennium (1 page) 
Part 2: My Interpretive Strategy (0.5-1 page) 
Part 3: The Meaning of the Tribulation (0.5-1 page) 

Assessments 
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Your grade for this course will consist of: 
 

Class Participation  25% 

Assignment 1: Historical-Cultural Interpretation Worksheet 15% 

Assignment 2: Ethics of Homosexuality 5% 

Assignment 3: First Corinthians Book Study  5% 

Assignment 4: False Teachers Assignment and Discussion  15% 

Assignment 5: New Perspective Questions  10% 

Assignment 6: Christology in Hebrews  10% 

Assignment 7: Millennium Interpretation Paper 15% 

 100% 

 
Letter grades are determined by the following scale: 
 

Letter 
Grade 

Percentage 
Equivalent 

Letter 
Grade 

Percentage 
Equivalent 

A 95% or higher C 77 - 84.9% 

A- 94 - 94.9% C- 76 - 76.9% 

B+ 93 - 93.9% D+ 75 - 75.9% 

B 87 - 92.9% D 71- 74.9% 

B- 86 - 86.9% D- 70 - 70.9% 

C+ 85 - 85.9% F Below 70% 

 
Course Copyright Statement 
 
Copyright © 2014 by The Moody Bible Institute of Chicago. All rights reserved. 
Unless otherwise specified, the materials and services on this website are for your personal and non-
commercial use, and you may not modify, copy, distribute, transmit, display, perform, reproduce, publish, 
license, create derivative works from, transfer, or sell any information, software, products or services 
obtained from the website without the written permission from Moody Distance Learning, Moody Bible 
Institute, 820 N. LaSalle Blvd., Chicago, Illinois 60610. 
 
 
 
ADA Compliance Statement 
 
Moody Bible Institute complies with the ADA (Americans with Disabilities Act) as well as Section 504 of 
the Rehabilitation Act, by providing appropriate accommodations to qualified students with disabilities.  
We value diversity and inclusion and recognize disability as an aspect of diversity. Our shared goal is to 
create learning environments that are accessible, equitable, and inclusive. If you anticipate barriers 
related to the format, requirements, or assessment of this course, you are invited to address the professor 
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with your concerns; additionally, you are encouraged to contact Gayla Gates, our disability services 
provider, at the Student Resource Center to discuss possible environmental modifications or adaptations.  
Please note, accommodations are not retroactive, therefore we encourage you to contact our service 
provider within the first two weeks of the semester.  Contact Gayla Gates at ggates@moody.edu or 312-
329-2177. 
 
 

mailto:ggates@moody.edu

